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Fw: Letter regarding Cement Créek...Dear Sabrina, Jim and Howard

Jennifer Lane, Michael Holmes, Martin 11/14/2011 10:09 AM
Hestmark

Cc: Sonya Pennock, Steve Wharton, David Ostrander, Daniel Heffernan

Sabrina Forrest to:

All, Ahother letter to respond to.
Sincerely,

Sabrina Forrest

Site Assessment Manager

U.S. Environmental Protection Agency
1595 Wynkoop Street, Mail Code: 8EPR-B
Denver, CO 80202-1129

Direct Ph: 303-312-6484

Toll Free: 1800-227-8917, 312-6484
Fax: 303-312-6065

Agency Cell: 303-589-1286

E-mail: forrest.sabrina@epa.gov

NOTICE: The information contained in this e-mail is intended only for the use of the recipient(s) named
above. This message and any attachments may contain confidential or privileged information. If the
reader is not the intended reC|p|ent or an agent responsible for delivering it to the intended recipient, you
have received this document in error and any review, dissemination, disclosure, distribution, use, or
copying of the contents of this message is strictly prohibited. If you have received this communication in
error, please notify me immediately by e-mail or telephone and destroy all copies of the original message

and any attachments.
- Forwarded by Sabrina Forrest/R8/USEPA/US on 11/1 4/2011 10:08 AM ——

From: Shirley Kelley/RA/R8/USEPA/US
-To: Sabrina Forrest/R8/USEPA/US@EPA

Date: . 11/14/2011 10:02 AM ‘

Subject: Fw: Letter regarding Cement Creek...Dear Sabrina, Jim and Howard...

Hi Sabrina, here's another one.

Shirley A. Kelley CPS ‘

Staff Assistant to the Regional Administrator
US EPA Region 8

1595 Wynkoop Street

Denver, Colorado 80202-1129
303-312-6532

----- Forwarded by Shirley Kelley/RNRS/USEPNUS on 11/14/2011 09:59 AM —-=

From: Group R8Eisc/OCP/R8/USEPA/US

To: Shirley Kelley/RA/R8/USEPA/US@EPA

Cc: Group R8Eisc/OCP/R8/USEPA/US@EPA

Date: . 11/14/2011 08:59 AM

Subject: Fw: Letter regarding Cement Creek...Dear Sabrina, Jim and Howard...

Sent by: Rose Brogden



--— Forwarded by Rose Brogden/R8/USEPA/US on 11/14/2011 08:58 AM —---

From: Dan Randolph <dan@sanjuancitizens.org>

To: Sabrina Forrest/R8/USEPA/US@EPA, Group R8Eisc/OCP/R8/USEPA/US@EPA, Howard
Cantor/R8/USEPA/US@EPA

Cc: larry.perino@kinross.com, Peter Butler <butlerpeter2@gmail.com>, William Simon

<wsimon@frontier.net>, Wendy McDermott <wendy@sanjuancmzens org> Jimbo Buickerwood
: <jimbo@sanjuancitizens.org>
Date: 11/11/2011 02:03 PM

Subject: Letter regarding Cement Creek
Sent by: dansanjuancitizens@gmail.com

Dear Sabrina, Jim and Howard,

- Please find attached a letter from the San Juan Citizens Alliance regardmg the Cement Creek site
in San Juan County, Colorado.

'Please contact me if you have any questions.
Thank you for your attention to this important issue.

Respectfully,
Dan

===dedicated to social, economic and environmental justice in the San Juan Basin===
" Dan Randolph '
San Juan Citizens Alliance
1022 1/2 Main Ave.
Durango, CO 81301
970-259-3583
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dan@»ganjuancitjzens. org SJCA Cement Creek EPA ltr.pdf



SAN JUAN
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ALLIANC_

November 1 1,- 2011 -

Sabrina Forrest James B. Martin
Site Assessment Manager Administrator — Region 8-

Howard Cantor

Deputy Regional Administrator — Reglon 8
U.S. Environmental Protection Agency
1595 Wynkoop Street

Denver, CO 80202-1129

Dear Sabrina, Jim and Howard,

I am writing in support of the collaborative community process working on finding
solutions to the Cement Creek water quality issues in San Juan County, Colorado. San Juan
Citizens Alliance has been involved in the Animas River Stakeholders Group (ARSG) for
many years, and is currently involved in the Upper Cement Creek Work Group.

The issue of mine drainage in Upper Cement Creek adding unacceptable quantities of
metals to the Animas River is extremely significant and of great concern. We believe the
EPA is rightfully involved in the issue, and are grateful for the significant resources and

‘knowledge the EPA has provided to the process. We encourage the EPA to remain very

involved, and we firmly believe any solutxons must meet EPA approval.

At this point in time, we hope the EPA doesn’t inadvertently undermine the voluntary
collaborative, community driven process, set up under ARSG as the Upper Cement Creek
Work Group (UCCWG). The UCCWG is actively exploring options for long-term,
feasible, and effective solutions to the metal loading issue. San Juan Citizens Alliance i is
aware that EPA is considering sending 104(e) letters to PRPs and potentially putting the
area on the NPL list. We are concerned that either of these actions could reduce the
willingness of some of the entities currently active in the UCCWG to participate in the .
collaborative process. We therefore encourage the EPA to proceed with extreme caution.

San Juan Citizens Alliance is hopeful that the UCCWG process can make real headway on

" finding feasible technical solutions. The questions of long-term funding for operating and

maintaining any physical treatment plant may prove more difficult, and may require
additional EPA action and involvement when the group reaches that point in the process.
However, the effectiveness of the ARSG has been well established, and we are hOpeful that
the UCCWG will prove capable of similar effectiveness.

Again, we are requesting the EPA to consider the effect of either NPL listing or 104(e)
letters on the on-going collaborative process prior totaking either action. We firmly
support the EPA’s involvement in the process, but hope to maintain the collaborative nature
of the process for as long as it appears both willing and capable of moving toward a
solution.

Thank you for your attention to this issue and blease contact me if you have any questions.

RCSpectquy,
Dan Randolph, Executive Director

www,sanjuancitizens.org
100% Post Consumer Recycled Paper ] -



S T UNITED STATES ENVIRONMENTAL PROTECTION AGENCY

e N REGION 8 <
1695 Wynkoop Street ‘

DENVER, CO 80202-1129
Phone 800-227-8917

http://www.epa.gov/region08
Mr. Dan Randolph
San Juan Citizens Alliance o - o
1022 Y5 Main Avenue » ' o m 7
P.O. Box 2461

Durango, CO 81302 ' ‘
RE: Upper Cement Creek, CO

Dear Mr. Randolph:

Thank you for your November 11, 2011, letter to Jim Martin, Howard Cantor and Sabrina Forrest
regarding Upper Cement Creek.

We have heard from a number of citizens and other stakeholders who have voiced interest in working
collaboratively to address water quality in Upper Cement Creek. We’d like to assure you that the United
States Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) has not made a decision concerning listing of the Upper
Cement Creek area. The decision to propose a site for the National Priorities List (NPL) can only be
made after a technical evaluation is completed to determine if the site is eligible. The EPA is just
completing this technical evaluation. In addition, both the State and the EPA seek community support
prior to a site being proposed for listing and the EPA wants the community to understand why we are
looking at this option.

More than 15 years ago the EPA committed to a community-based environmental protection effort in
San Juan County, and indicated that Superfund would not be used as long as progress was being made in
improving water quality in the Animas River. Unfortunately, water quality has significantly degraded in
the Animas River in the last five years. It is evident that historic mine waste in Cement Creek, a
tributary of the Animas River, is having a negative impact on the Animas. These impacts are likely
related to cessation of water treatment in Gladstone and plugging of the American Tunnel. The EPA has
compared the last five years of data to earlier data sets that indicated improvements in water quality. The
Animas River Stakeholder Group (ARSG) has summarized some of these data and the EPA is also
evaluating these data. If experience in other mining impacted areas is any guide, the resources required
for solutions to this sort of problem will be substantial, and long-term operation and maintenance of the
solution or solutions may be required.

EPA is working with other federal agencies, the State, and local community members to identify options
to reverse the degradation and improve water quality in the Animas River. It is too soon to make
conclusions about how best to correct this condition. However, if the best solutions require substantial



and long-term resources, CERCLA process and the NPL may be the only means to assure that-full
resources available to the EPA can be committed. EPA is also limited in its ability to fund 1nter1m
actions and long—term projects that require ongoing operations and maintenance.

The EPA looks forward to continuing the dialogue with you and other stakeholders regarding possible
options to address water quality issues in Upper Cement Creek. If you would like to discuss this further,
please contact me at 303-312-6607. :

LN S =&

Sincerely,

ot~

‘Michael Holmes
g Project Manager



